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} DeJean And Mi 


| By ARTHUR SMTH 
| Older residents of Pascagoula 
;can recall the dependence every- 


one put on the “‘general store’’| 
‘for every need of “man or 
heast” before retail merchandis- 


ing be came specialized. And 
they remember one of tre best 
and the largest in this area, the 
/DeJean and Mitchel! Company 


_jwhere one could buy anything 
from a “needle to an anchor,” 
it, and you 


‘90. 


tchell 


Before switching to wholesale 
|tobaccos in 1946, Mr. Gulley 
had conducted | 


sry business which he start 


wholesale grocers, in the same 
building. At one time Adams 
Motor Company of Mobile did 
business there. 
ENORMOUS SALES 
DeJean & Mitchell ent’ ved the 
century on a wave of prosperity. | 


a wholesale gro-; 


in 1925. He had succeeded theji 
Allred- Hardy Company and 
Miles Hardy, successively 


General Store Prosperous In 1907 (left) 


Landmark Going D 


t 


| 


7-3 


same story. Cole first worked in 


the Beach store, then moved 
uptown. He drove a horse ard} 
wagon taking orders from cred- 
Bs and when he could 

hone relayed the 


orders to the store. Another 
wagon made deliveries. Some- 
times Cole made deliverids. 
Once he 2xnected to be fired 
when he drepped a supply of 
groceries in the water when 
making a delivery to a small 
oral over the oid Buster: Pe. 


a? 
own 


: 


and lard were Jadled from tubs, 
“soda” crackers and big ginger 
snaps were counted out by hand 
from paper-lined boxes. Cheese 
— it was tasty, Cole said — 
came in two-foot “wheels.” A 
customer asked for a nickel or 
dime’s worth, and the clerk's 
knife sliced what he thought 
was about it and missed, Usual- 
ly too mucl.; so what? 
NO CASH DRAWERS 
Even if they had any oe 


1s Being Town Down Today At Krebs Ad Frederic 


After Half A Century 


bookkeepe’, Mi Rita Evan STRAUS fresh ginger snaps, red 
was anotlier rcular employe,/soda pop and a flow of conver- 
and over the 2ars the firm|sation. 


was in businessscores of other 
people workedn and out the 
cavernous builag, 

Ed Colle rected this the big 
“notion” busires of D&M, but 
he never worlerin that section. 
Ladies ma¢e mst of the cloth- 
ing worn oy iemseive: and 


You'll like the 
informality of 


The iub 


South Market 


their far ies ose days and 
were ae ee for “samp- 


from a ‘needle to an anchor, 
as one oldster put it, and you 
could get it on credit, too. 


DeJean & Mitchell entered the|making 4 usury 

century on a wave of prosperity. craft over the old Boster pier | thoughts, clerks jn the DIggerjies” Cupp so 
They had branch stores in Pa’.-!on the Beach. stores didn’t have @ chance toj gus bolis:of clo: in the store. WwW “El Rancho) OH 
: That firm|cagoula (ibe Beach Section) ané |% As beginners, they were yaid| ‘knock down” a dime or two| They meded frizs tings, 100, ye" El Rancae, wer 
went 0 ut :offin Biloxi. Ship’ “Handlery wes $2-a week; socn raised to $200: |to take their sweeties fo- the|Collé wid = lac, Fivbons,|i 
 pusiness about) an important part of fheir,Coue didn’t stay on, put Cole|hippodrome or the drug. store. | buttors, patterns,eve. ad most |: 
1915, according|sales. Soon War proke out .n|became a clerk at $50 a month| Those who had families were genesil stores ted 1p \ccom- 


Where Friends-Meet a 


The Pub 


\e- to Miss Julia| Europe, transportation was im-|before he quit. Top monthly pay |too tired anyway, and had pre- modee them. 
is (Mae DeJean, a|proved, and merchandising WaS|for senior employes was not) cious little time off. Lo’ of folks still yarn fo.the| .- 
se grand - daugh-|entering an era of specialization | much more. ‘They worked behind counters old fgeneral stoce.’ ‘There ne SATURDAY 
S fer of one of the|in groceries, clothing, hardware,| Cole and Colle had other and the silver coins that came cou always find tasty Ht NIGHTS! 
38 M partners who bread, meat and other items.|problems. One was keeping the across (there wasn’t much f ; x1 PPE The Pub features { 
a, es founded  t hej This drained business from the! potato on the spouts of kero- folding money) were put in a TERRACE rats) the music of | 
st|business sometime in the late|general stores, which began t0|sene cans to prevent ruining the| container and propelled upward Rest t Hf Hi Cange Don Ladnier 
‘e|1990’s. They were Louis P. decline. Joosely bagged and wr apped|by spring action on a Wire to wes: ie Bou pense and the: 
d|DeJean who came to Pascagou- Mr. DeJean died in 1915, and} grocery items. There wasn’t the|the cashier who returned the pen tt Chicken — !afood Premieres 
la (then Scranton) from Ne w|DeJean & Mitchell went out of| fancy labeling and double-wrap- change. ndwiches —, order + go 
Pinewood Terrace 


it}Orleans, and Edmond Mitchell, | business. His son, Valsin P. De-|ping the housewife expects| For many years, Miss Aniese| 
y-\a French - Canadian, who had| Jean, opened his own store ON|these days. Walker, now living in Biloxi 
1-|prospered in the stevedoring Krebs Avenue which he operat-| Merchants scooped dry foods|with a sister, Mrs, Vincent 
‘o|business, but was never an ac- ed until he became city clerk, | from barrels and white pine|Tucie, was the dependable 


Pascagoula 62-8330 


d|tive partner. Mr. DeJean was|a position he held until his | boxes, Colle said, and weighed | cashier at D&M, and Miss Oli- A Musica. 
1,|the experienced merchandiser. |death.  -- them, often carelessly. Butter via Delmas was a_longtime 
They erected the two - story Of course, DeJean & Mitchell | ee Masterpice 
j-|60x120 foot puilding at the corn-| were not without competitors in : . < 
igjer of Krebs Avenue and Fred- general merchandising. An old For Complete Insorence Service «+ « See of Band ee 


t.|eric Street, and through its|issue of the Democrat-Star re- 
je|big front doors the populace veals that in 1894 W. M. Canty, 
ve\entered to buy whatever the|C. H. Alley, J. B. Clayton ad- 
\e| world’s markets afforded. Out vertised for their share of the 
c\the back doors and from ware-| payrolls produced by the fish- 
« [houses subsequently added went |eries, sawmills and maritime 
t soft, hard and edible merchan- operations. An ad of the D&M 
9 dise to be delivered locally and|Co. of 1893 offered “Ship Chand- 
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YOUR INSURANCE AGENT 


AULTON YANN 


Pascagoula 762-2193 


910 S. Market 


to Moss Point’ and Escatawpa lery, Fancy Groceries, Dry 
in five horse - drawn wagons. Goods, Notions, Feed, Paints, 
Mr. DeJean bought canned veg-|Hardware, Tinware, Crockery, 
y etables, principally tomatoes, in|Boots and Shoes, Etc.” Then, 
,|carload lots and supplied smal- “Patronage Solicited, Satisfac- 
r ler stores. tion Guaranteed.” 

<~. LAST OCCUPANT LONG HOURS 1 
Timeworn, forlorn and vacant| Two active Pascagoulans Te-| 
y\for a year, the old building has call their jobs with D&M. They 
been bought by Doyle Germany were that era’s idea of what to- 
who is taking it down and will} day’s employment agencies and 
use the best of the heart pine | society think should be provided! 
material to build a home for|for youths in the summer or any; 
his family in the Pinecrest sec- other time to help them on the | 
tion. way to college or to grow Up- 
+| The last occupant was the|under vocational training. } 
1C&G Tebacco Company owned| The difference: these young- 
and operated by Walter R. Gul-|sters, J. Oliver Cole and Ed A.i 
id {ley and Sons. On Sept. 27, 1966, Colle, showed up at D&M at 7) 
the business and building were|a.m., and were permitted to 


er 
sold to the Carr - Williams To-|leave 12 hours later. On Satur- ST pp 
|bacco Company of Jackson, days, the company provided BD 
‘who are continuing the C&G To-|them with supper and required | NOW ano a 
bacco Company in a new loca-|another three or four hours on sy ai 
F Hon at North Pascagoula Street|the job. 


wo 


2 


Technicolor® Aerelved ven Vin aiinion 8 


Open - 
Showtime 


DOESN'T WANT TO MOVE — Miss Julia-Mae DeJean sits in her 
wheelchair in front of her 86-year-old Queen Anne style home on 
Frederic Street in Pascagoula. She hopes her home won't be moved or 


Threatened by high-rise 


Crippled woman doesn’t want to leave home 


By MIKE WIXON 
Mississippi Press City Editor 

Miss Julia-Mae DeJean was 
born 79 years ago in the house 
she still lives in on Frederic 
Street, just south of U.S. 90 in 
Pascagoula. She’s lived there 
most of her life and doesn’t want 
to move, but she might have to if 
a proposed high-rise bridge over 
the Pascagoula River becomes a 
reality. 8 

The multi-million bridge is 
still in the planning stages, but 
Miss DeJean and several 
homeowners near her aren’t 
waiting for the first pilings to be 
driven into the ground to let the 
state highway department know 
they don’t want their houses torn 
down or moved in the name of 
progress. 

A preliminary study of the 
bridge shows that a south exit 


ramp onto Frederic Street would 
affect 10 homes in some fashion. 
Elderly women live in six of the 
homes. Two of the homes belong 
to Miss DeJean’s sister in laws, 
Myrtle and Christine, and a 
brother, Pat. 

Miss DeJean, as spokesman 
for her neighbors, has asked 
Southern District Highway 
Commissioner Ronnie Shows to 
meet with them Friday at 2 p.m. 
at the DeJean home. 

“We want to see if we can 
convince Mr. Shows to relocate 
the ramp in another direction in 
order to save our homes,” Miss 
DeJean said. 

Miss DeJean said neither she 
nor her neighbors were con- 
tacted about the proposed loca- 
tion of the ramp. She obtained 
the preliminary study from the 
Jackson County Board of 


Supervisors, which had been 
given the study after it was 
conducted by an engineering 
firm. 

“Nobody contacted us about 
what they are going to do. We 
want to get the plans changed 
before they ever start,’ she said. 

Miss DeJean denies that she 
and her neighbors are standing 
in the way of progress. ‘‘The 
high-rise bridge is all right, but 
we want them to relocate the 
ramp. Why does it have to come 
down Frederic Street? 

Miss DeJean’s home, built in 
1906 in the Queen Anne style by 
her father Valsian Pierre De- 
Jean, home sticks out from the 
others on Frederic Street. An 
iron fence surrounds the house, 
and a breezy porch gives an 
inviting look. The windows have 
functional green shutters. The 


Staff photo/Anna Raiola 


torn down to make room for an exit ramp for a proposed high-rise bridge 
over the Pascagoula River. 


lawn is manicured to perfection. 

Inside, antique furniture, most 
dating back to the turn of the 
century and still in mint condi- 
tion, lines the walls of most of the 
15 rooms of the two-story house. 
Walls are covered with old 
family photos, framed ex- 
quisitely. Fine crystal sits on the 
shelves. Chandeliers hang from 
the 14-foot ceilings. Most of the 
rooms have wainscoating and 
handcrafted transoms over the 
doors. 

Miss DeJean, who never mar- 
ried, has a collection of over 75 
dolls, most of them named, 
adorned in handcrafted dresses. 

Miss DeJean was crippled by 
an automobile accident in 1980 
and she relies on a wheelchair to 
get around. Her house features 
wide doorways and a big hallway 
See THREATENED...... Page 2-A > 


hospital spokesman said his 
ition was undetermined this 
aing. She said the boy is not 
itensive care and the un- 
rmined status may be due to 
3 not being completed or 
lusive. 


ie Singing River Hospital 
rgency room log states only 
the accident occurred at a 
2nd’s house.”’ 


parently no report was filed 
a police agency. 


‘riends. 

sitation will be Tuesday, 
th 24, 6-8 p.m. in First Bap- 
Church, Moss Point, where 
ral service will be held at 11 
Wednesday, March 24, 1992, 
the Rev. J.H. Williams, 
yr, officiating. 

‘erment in First Baptist 
eatery, Escatawpa. 

binson’s Friendly Funeral 
e, Inc. in charge of ar- 
ements. 


ea deaths 


CHARD KRESSE, 58, 2810 
ewood Ave., Pascagoula. 
ingements incomplete. 
cyant-O’Keefe Funeral 
e, Pascagoula. 


tlie F. Russell, 64, 2205 Paul 
‘ey Ave., Pascagoula. Ar- 
fements incomplete. 
ryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
®, Pascagoula. 

MES M. O’BRIAN, 74, 
‘i. Service 3 p.m. Tuesday at 
xi National Cemetery. 
ard Avenue chapel 
lford-O’Keefe Funeral 


Bu 
(DON B. CRAWFORD, 55, 
li. Service 1:30 p.m. today at 
ti City Cemetery. Howard 
nue chapel Bradford- 
efe Funeral Home. 

ILIP J. LUETTINGER, 92, 
xi. Crisp-Coon Funeral 
e, Winter Haven, Fla. 
MILDER CHIEF MAJOR 
| BRYANT, 42, Biloxi. 
ice 1 p.m. Tuesday at the 
y Base chapel, Gulfport. 
lford-O’Keefe Funeral 
e, Gulfport. 

THUR LEE ADAMS, 73, 
n Springs. Service 10 a.m. 
'y at Bradford-O’ Keefe 
tral Home, Ocean Springs. 


2S. GLORIA LANDRUM, 


ay 
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Homes guide 


(A) Mrs. Christine DeJean home 
(B) H.B. & Jack Colle home 

(C) Tom Davis home 

(D) M.A. Colle home 

(E) Mrs. W.H. Ziegler home 

(F) Julia-Mae DeJean home 

(G) Mrs. Myrtle DeJean home 

(H) Pat DeJean home (rental) 

(I) Mrs. Helen Kocher home (rental) 
(J) Mrs. Helen Kocher home 


Artist concept of high-rise bridg 


KR 
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Frederic Street and Live Oak Avenue homes that may be affected by an exit ramp for the proposed high-rise 
bridge over the Pascagoula River are listed by letters A through J. 


» Threatened 


From Page 1 
in the middle of the house, which 
enable her to to have easy access 
to all rooms except the ones 
upstairs, which she used to rent 
out to young couples. 

“Moving would be a hardship 
on me. I don’t know what I'd do if 
I had to move,’’ she said. 


> Incinerator 


From Page 1 
salary, much more than many 
people in this room, to protect 
you, to protect your home and 
your environment, and they are 
not doing it.” 

CFB. Inc. of Tenn... oneratar af 


“Where could I get a house to 
hold all this furniture? I have 
plenty of room to move around 
here. I don’t want to move.” 
Miss DeJean has written Sen. 
Trent Lott and Rep. Gene Taylor 
about the situation and has re- 
Ceived encouraging letters in 
return. ‘‘I’m optimistic in what 


With your representatives on 
Feb. 10 and with the many in- 
dividuals who asked me ques- 
tions when I was at the Moss 
Point City Council meeting and 


he DEQ public hearing.”’ 


they’ve told me,” she said. 


Miss DeJean said she has been 
told that she is wasting her time 
trying to save her home. “‘If I 
lose, at least I’ll be satisfied that 
I know I tried. I’m not going to 
sit back on my laurels,’’ she 
said. 


problem; we must have all 
three.” 

Byrd said the incineration of 
municipal and medical waste 
“should not and will not deter 
efforts to minimize and recycle 


Home spared 


GENEALOGY COl 
DO NOT CIR 
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Miss DeJean credits prayers 
for change in high- -rise offramp 


By TOM DONNELLY 
Mississippi Press Business Editor 

Julia-Mae DeJean says prayer 
kept her home of almost 80 years 
on Frederic Street from giving 
way to an off-ramp coming down 
from the planned high-rise 
bridge over the Pascagoula 
River. The high-rise is slated to 
replace the present drawbridge. 

“‘I was delighted,’’ she 
exclaimed Wednesday after 
Southern District Highway 
Commissioner Ronnie Shows 
told her a tentative new route for 
the ramp has been worked out by 
state engineers. 

Shows, his wife and members 
of his staff made a trip to Miss 
DeJean’s home Wednesday to 
relate the good news to her. 

“The Lord has blessed me all 
of my life, and it looks like He is 
still blessing me, because I did a 
lot of praying about this,’’ she 
declared. 

Shows and his party did not 
drop in on her unexpectedly. She 
knew they were coming, but she 
had no foreknowledge of the 
message they would deliver. 

“Lynn Lofton, Ronnie Shows’ 
public relations director, called 
me Tuesday. She said Ronnie 
had told them about my home... 
that he was impressed with it. 

“She said they were coming to 
a meeting here this morning 
(Wednesday)... that they would 
like to come by.”’ 

About 10 homes, one on Live 
Oak Avenue and the others on 
Frederic Street, would have 
been affected by the off-ramp. 

Miss DeJean said other pro- 

perty owners she contacted after 
Shows’ visit to her home were 
equally delighted. ‘‘They all felt 
the same way that I did.” 
_ Miss DeJean was near to de- 
spair in March when she learned 
that an off-ramp planned by the 
Highway Department was going 
to take her front yard, as well as 
part of hey home. 


File Photo 


HOME SPARED — Southern District Highway Commissioner Ronnie 
Shows is shown talking to Miss Julia-Mae Dejean earlier this year when it 
was thought that her house on Frederic Street along with others may 
have to be torn down to make way for the offramp from the planned 
high-rise across the Pascagoula River. But on Wednesday he told her the 
State Highway Department has come up with an alternate plan. She has 
lived on Frederic Street for more than 79 years. 


Miss DeJean’s father had the 
home built in 1906. ‘‘My father 
and mother married in De- 
cember of 1908, and they came 
here. She came here as a bride.” 

At his press conference in 
Pascagoula Wednesday, Shows 
spoke of the historic value of all 
the homes in the two-block 
stretch of Frederic Street, which 
runs south from U.S. 90 to Krebs 
Avenue. 

All the property owners on 
Frederic Street would have seen 
life-long memories quickly 
blotted out by modern 
machinery. 

For Miss DeJean, the trauma 
would have been compounded. 
She has been confined to a 
wheelchair since 1980 because of 
a nearly fatal traffic accident. 

“T had to install ramps at my 
home after the accident. Then I 
have special facilities in my 
bathroom, too. All of this was 
nother reason [| hated to 


said with a 1 laugh. 


lose my home is because I didn’t 


have to have any structural 


changes made. It is quite old,” 
she said. 

Miss DeJean’s home is the 
fourth house on Frederic Street 
south of U.S. 90. Several of the 
homes south of hers may not 
have been ordered removed by 
the state. But Miss DeJean said, 
“The ramp would have come 
right up to them. They couldn’t 
possibly have lived there with 
that ramp.” 

She’s received a lot of media 
attention since some of the 
homes on Frederic Street were 
targeted for removal because of 
the ramp. Through it all, 
however, she has managed to 
keep her sense of humor. 

“T will be on television again 
tonight. The last time I was on 
there, I said, ‘I wonder who that 
old lady is . . . she looks 110 years 
old. It was. me ,” Miss Ds , 


Staff photo/Bill Starling 
danger of being demolished for the proposed 
high-rise bridge over the Pascagoula River. 


DeJEAN HOUSE ON Frederic Street, 
Pascagoula, Is listed on the National Register of 


Historic Places, At one time, the house was in 


DeJean house is added 
to national register 


By MIKE WIXON 
Mississippi Press City Editor 

Last year Julia-Mae DeJean was successful in 
preventing a proposed multi-million dollar 
high-rise bridge over the Pascagoula River from 
turning her 87-year-old home on Frederic Street 
into kindling. 

She was touted in magazines, newspapers and 
television news programs across the South as 
“the little old lady who fought big government 
and won.” 

Now, Miss DeJean, 80, has successfully gotten 
her‘home placed on the National Register of 
Historie Places. 

She was informed of the selection recently by 
the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History, 

“Tm thrilled to death. This just makes my 
day,’ said Miss DeJean, who was born in the 
home. 


The National Historic Register is the gov- 
ernment’s list of historically significant 
buildings and/or sites. Placement on the register 
is determined by significance because of 
architectural or engineering design or effects 
the site had on law, religion, transportation, 
government and historical individual’s life and 
such. 

For a home or site to be placed on the National 
Register it must meet a stringent list of 
requirements. Such things as remodeling or 
additions must be done as to not take away from 
the historical background, according to Betty 
Bensey, grants coordinator for the city of 
Pascagoula and a member of the Pascagoula 
Historical Preservation Society. 

Miss DeJean enlisted the services of Ocean 
Springs architect Bruce B. Tolar to get her 
application considered by the Department of 
Interior, National Parks Service. 

“T couldn't have handled that by myself. He 
had to measure everything, make drawings, 
take pictures,” she said. 

“This is the first time I tried to get my house 
on the list. People had been asking me about it. 
So I hired an architect and we did it,” 


Miss DeJean’s home was built in 1906 by 
Ambrose Linder for her father, Valsian Pierre 
DeJean and his bride, May Mundy. DeJean 
owned and operated the family business on 
Krebs Avenue, DeJean and Mitchell General 
Merchandise and Ship Chandlery, established by 
his parents, He served as Jackson County 
Commissioner of Finance from 1919-40 and again 
from 1945-53, 

The Queen Anne style home sticks out from the 
other homes on Frederic Street. An iron fence 
surrounds the house, and a breezy porch gives an 
inviting look. Functional green shutters are on 
each side of floor-length windows that open onto 
the veranda, designed to allow the cool gulf 
breezes pass through. The lawn is manicured to 
perfection. 

Inside, antique furniture, most dating back to 
the turn of the century and still in mint condition, 
lines the walls of the 15 rooms of the two-story 
house. 

Walls are covered with old family photos, 
framed exquisitely. Fine crystal sits on the 
shelves. Chandeliers, original light fixtures, 
hang from the 14-foot ceilings. Most of the rooms 
have wainscotting and handcrafted transoms 
over the doors. 

Miss DeJean, who was crippled by an 
automobile accident in 1980 and relies on a 
wheelchair to get around, has been hospitalized 
three times since October. But she says she is 
feeling much better and the honor for her home 
gives her new life. 

Thomas C. ‘‘Tommy’’ Wixon Jr., past 
president of the Pascagoula Historical 
Preservation Society, was delighted to hear the 
news about Miss DeJean’s home. He said the 
PHPS had been contacted by the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History about the 
home. 

“We told them it was wonderful and should 
have been done (placed on the Historic Register) 
before,’’ Wixon said. 

“We're delighted. It’s one of the greatest 
examples of a ginger bread home in town. It’s in 
mint condition, like her mother walked in as a 
bride.” 
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Interior of DeJean 
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Peter Biancherd. 


* One of the offest, as‘ well as the 
best kdowo, residents of Pascagoula 


Valsin P. DeJean, In this ofty”o0 
f Friday morning, January 16th at 8:45 
‘o'clock, at the ave of 83 years, 5 moathe 
Land 15 days ‘ The funeral took place 
Saturday eventng at 2:30 o'clock, from 
Mr. DeJean's realdeace, proceeding to 
the Church of Our Lady of Victorier, 
and thence to Pascagoula cemetery 
for Interment. 

Deceased wns a native nf Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada, but tad reatded fa 
Pascagoula fur the past thirtysfive 
years, belog one of the early settlers, 
and. had ‘accumulated large property 
boldiogs. His wife had preceded bim 
to the grave but-a short time 

He te aurvived by three cons, Mesars. 
Willlam, Peter and Joseph Blanchard, 
aa well as fourteen rracdchildrea and. 
twelve great grandchildren. © 


Gied at the home of his grandson, Mr. | 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy Department 
Obituaries 1900-1919 

47 


DO leancrwied, Mory Ann 


"Bae, a. 


one Qoula 


De TOOL = Stor 


Aha 


ia 

Mrs. Mary Ann Blanchard. | 
“Mra: Mary Aan Blanchiitdy “jee 
Haley, wife of Mr. Peter Blancharn, 
died ut the residence of her daughter, 
ts. L. P. De Jean, at & o'clock 
last Saturday afternoon, afteran. ii}. 
ness extending over fifteen months 
She was 79 yearsof ave She wag a 
oative of Harlem, NY, but moved 
to New Orleuns at the ave uf aix, re 
aiding the other seventy-Lhree years 


of her life fa New Orleans and this 
Clty. "She was a resideat of Pasra.| 
{goula for twenty-nine years, and. wact 
the largest iadividual property holder 
fo the city. .For a: number of years 
‘be .was In business in New Orleann. 
Mrs. Blaothard te -survived hy ber 
husbaad,:Mr.-Peter--Blanchard: four 
‘| children, Mesire. Peter, Witham* nd 
Josepn “Blanchard and Mrs Lo P= Di 
Jean; fifteen gragdchildren and eleven 
Side feetle cite te all. of whom: re- 
Side-ia tbis..city, . ew. Otlenus. and 
| Port: Arthur, Texas.- The-funeral wan 
held on Sunday afvernuon ub 3 u’elock 
‘from: the residence, ‘followed: “UY “der: 
Vlogs at Our Ladyot-Victorles. Oabhos 
vio church, the {aterme being Lacie 
Pascagoula gemetery.’: di 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy Department 
Obituaries 1900-1919 
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7b 2-293 LOUIS PAUL AND JULIA A. BLANCHARD DeJEAN 


Louis Paul DeJean was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on 
August 18, 1859, a member of an aristocratic French family 
and had many advantages of education and social position. He 
was the son of Valsin DeJean who was born in 1815 in 
Bordeaux, France, date of death June 13, 1872, buried in New 
Orleans, La. His mother, Marguerite Corles (?), was born in 
Galway, Ireland, date of birth 1824, date of death January 
15, 1903, buried in St. Louis Cemetery No. 1, New Orleans, 
La. 


Louis Paul married Julia A. Blanchard in 1879. She was 
born in New Orleans, Louisiana December 5, 1857, the daughter 
of Pierre and Mary Haley Blanchard, dates of birth and death 
unknown. They are buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. From this union was born an only child, a son, 
Valsin Pierre DeJean on March 27, 1881 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 


Louis Paul and family moved to Pascagoula, Mississippi 
in 1884 and established the big ship chandlery and general 
merchantile business with his brother-in-law, Edmond 
Mitchell, a French Canadian who had prospered in the 
stevedoring business, but was never an active partner. 

They (?) erected the two-story, 60 X 120 foot building at the 
corner of Krebs Avenue and Cedar Street, (later changed to 
Frederick St.) and through its big front door the populace 
entered to bou whatever the world's markets afforded. Out of 
the back doors. and from warehouses subsequently added, went 
soft. hard and edible merchandise to be delivered locally and 
to Moss Point and Escatawpa, in five horsedrawn wagons. 

Older residents of Pascagoula can recall the dependence 
everyone put on the "general store" for every need of "man or 
beast" before retail merchandising became specialized, and 
they remember one of the best and largest in this area, the 
DeJean and Mitchell Company, where one could buy anything 
from a "needle to an anchor", or one oldster put it, and you 
could get it on credit too. Mr. (?) DeJean bought canned 
vegetables, principally tomatoes, in carload lots, and 
supplied smaller stores. The store was a monument to his 
energy and business abilities. He was a wide-awake and 
progressive business man and citizen, and was always ready to 
do his part in anything for the upbuilding of Pascagoula and 
Jackson County. He was loyal to his friends, scrupulously 
honest in his business and private affairs, kind hearted, and 
but for him, many a poor family in this community might have 
felt the stress of hunger. Louis Paul DeJean, oldest 
merchant and leading citizen, died July 15, 1915. Julia A. 
Blanchard DeJean died on July 20, 1912. They were both buried 
in Greenwood Cemetery in Pascagoula, Mississippi. 
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The Louis Paul DeJean family were all members of Our 
Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church, Pascagoula, 


Mississippi. 
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